INFORMED CONSENT FORM
I, ____________________________, hereby agree to participate as a subject in a study for a research project entitled “Constructive, Inquiry-Based Multimedia Learning in Computer Science Education” under the supervision of Professor Glenn D. Blank of the CSE Department.

The purpose of this study is to investigate whether our new multimedia, enhances learning of introductory concepts in Java and object-oriented programming.   You, the student, will learn how to use BlueJ, a programming language designed especially to teach Java to beginners.  You will receive the first chapter of a new textbook, Objects First with Java - A Practical Introduction using BlueJ, by David Barnes and Michael Kölling (Prentice-Hall 2003) and you will also get to use a unit of interactive multimedia that we have developed, paralleling this chapter from the Barnes and Kölling textbook.

Half of the students (selected randomly) will take an online pre-test of 20 questions.  Then, half the students (again selected randomly) will use just the book and BlueJ and be asked to complete selected exercises culminating with a programming exercise that entails modifying a Java program.  The other half of the students will use BlueJ and the multimedia.  Either way, the task should typically take about one hour, and will be the activity for the multimedia lab for the third week of CSc13/CSc14.  If you have any questions, you may ask a teaching assistant in the lab.  When you complete your work, you will take a web-based post-test of about 20 questions assessing your objective knowledge of the material.  Then, as a homework assignment, students in the first group will go through the multimedia and submit a second version of their work, while students in the second group will get to go through the book and resubmit their work.  You will also fill out a usability survey, demographics survey, and a learning styles inventory.  Your homework grade will be based on your final submission and final post-test.  Everything else will be your lab activity for the third and/or fourth week of class.
The multimedia will also track how you use the system (i.e., changes of preferences, which pages you visit and your responses to interactive exercises).  I understand that this data collection will be used to evaluate the multimedia and, in the aggregate, in publications.  I understand that any data or answers to questions will remain confidential with regard to my identity.  The study will not threaten my dignity, invade my privacy or unduly inconvenience me. I understand that my participation in data collection will not take up a significant amount of my time nor will it impact my grade.  I understand that there are no physical, psychological, social, economic or other risks or discomforts to me associated with the study. I understand that I may not receive any direct benefits from participating in this study, but my participation may help to increase knowledge that may benefit others in the future.

I understand that my participation is voluntary and that I am free to withdraw from this study at any time.  If I have any questions about this study and what is expected of me in this study, I may call Prof. Glenn Blank at 610-758-4867 or email glenn.blank@lehigh.edu.  For more information about this research project, please see http://www.cse.lehigh.edu/~cimel.  I may report any problems that may result from my participation in this study to Ruth L. Tallman, Office of Research and Sponsored Programs, Lehigh University, 610-758‑3024.

I have read and understand the foregoing information.                  
___________           

____________________________________
_______

Date

Subject's signature



Lehigh User ID

I am 18 or older. (yes/no): ____       If under 18, we need a parent’s signature: ____________________________________







Parent or guardian’s signature

I, the undersigned, have fully explained the investigation to the above subject.

___________           

____________________________________

Date

Investigator's signature

I was present when the investigator explained the study to the subject and to my best knowledge and belief the subjects understands its purpose as well as the requirements of his or her participation.

___________           

____________________________________

Date

Witness

Please keep a copy of the signed consent form, as a record of your agreement  to participate.






